
 

March 16, 2020 

Dear Parishioners 

These have been very intense and uncertain days.  The impact of COVID-19 has been 

unprecedented and rapidly changing. We now find that this pandemic has arrived on our doorsteps 

here in Waterloo Region. 

In listening to the wisdom of Canada Health and with the direction of our Diocese and Bishop 

Crosby, here at St. Michael Parish and the St. John Paul Student Centre we have chosen the 

following effective March 16, 2020 until further notice: 

 Lord's Day Masses will be celebrated privately without a congregation. The faithful in 

their homes will be united in prayer with their Pastor. In accord with the law of the Church, 

our Bishop has dispensed us from the obligation to Sunday Mass until we are able to 

assemble for the Lord’s Day in accord with directives of health authorities. We are 

currently working on a Livestream of the Sunday Mass from St. Michael Parish - please 

watch for updates.  

 Children Ministry and Youth Ministry programs will be suspended at this time. We are 

currently working on providing parents and guardians with all the tools they need to 

continue the great program we normally run on Sunday mornings via our website. Please 

watch soon for a link on our website.  

 Our St. John Paul Student Centre will remain open for individual prayer in our chapel 

and individual appointments by our post-secondary community. Regular programing such 

as our Family Dinner and other social gatherings are hereby cancelled.  

 

 The Parish Office of St. Michael will remain open to meet pastoral needs. We, however, 

ask those who are feeling ill to not attend but to call in questions or concerns. Some limiting 

of hours may take place in the coming days. 

 Public gatherings in the St. Michael Parish Centre such as groups, classes, meetings, and 

events are hereby cancelled until further notice. 

 Public Celebration of Weekday Mass is hereby suspended until further notice. Those with 

intentions will have such re assigned at a future date. 



 Funeral Masses and receptions in the parish are not permitted at this time, however, the 

Rite of Committal may be celebrated at the cemetery. A Funeral Mass may be celebrated 

at a future date. 

 The Sacrament of Baptism may be celebrated privately with immediate family members 

only present. Communal celebrations of Baptism will be postponed until a future date. 

 The Sacrament of Marriage may be celebrated with immediate family members only 

present.  

 Shut ins and Homebound will be ministered to with combined care from the parish, 

student centre and our St. Vincent de Paul Society. In the coming days, we will announce 

opportunities for pastoral care. Communion and public celebrations at our Long Term Care 

and Nursing Homes are hereby cancelled until further notice. 

 The Parish Church of St. Michael will remain open daily from 9:00am until 8:00pm 

for private prayer. 

 Individual Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation will continue to be held 

Tuesday 6:00pm-6:45pm, Wednesday and Thursday 11:50am-12:15pm, Saturday 

from 4:00-4:30pm as usually scheduled. 

We do not want to live in the grip of fear and at the same time we must not be socially 

irresponsible.  We believe these decisions helps us navigate, in healthy ways between those two 

extremes.     

 

Beginning shortly, I will be producing a short 4 minute (okay they may be a bit longer than 4 

minutes) video devotions to remind us of where God is in all of this and how to best navigate these 

challenging circumstances.  It will be available online via our website and will be sent to parish 

and student centre households as we can. 

God is with us.  Prayer not Despair.  Fear will not win when we walk close to 

Him.    Remember Psalm 46:10 says, Be still and know that I am God. 

Together in the Lord’s Service, 

Father F. Freitas 

Pastor 

 


