
March 18, 2020 

Dear Parishioners 

In light of the present situation unfolding before us regarding the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

worldwide, the difficult decision has been made by our Bishop to suspend the public celebration 

of Mass at this time. A copy of my Pastoral Letter, announcing this decision, can be found on our 

parish website. Our primary concern is the spiritual and physical wellbeing of the faithful and of 

all those who serve at our parish, recognizing that we also have a duty to care for the community 

at large and the most vulnerable among us. Today, our Bishop has also clarified that the Church is 

to be closed until further notice. 

Obviously these decisions are both disturbing. We join many of our brothers and sisters in Christ 

around the world who are deprived of the opportunity to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, for many 

reasons. Due to this health emergency, we also will now experience their suffering. There is no 

substitute for personally participating in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which is the source and 

summit of our life in Christ, and we pray for the time when once more we will be together. 

It is important to follow carefully the provisions of the health authorities, but it is also essential 

that our spiritual life be enhanced and strengthened all the more during this crisis. For this reason 

we must not succumb to “spiritual self- isolation” and so I encourage all to engage in prayer – to 

pray the Rosary, to read the Scriptures, to use the Bishop Barron books we made available at the 

start of Lent, and to offer prayers for all those who are suffering in this crisis. We should also pray 

for the health care workers and others who are engaged in fighting this pandemic on the frontlines.  

I also encourage us to come together virtually. I will celebrate Mass for you daily from the Chapel 

of our St John Paul Student Centre and I invite you to be together with me virtually and to tell 

neighbours, friends and other parishioners and Catholics to join us so that we can be together. It 

will come live at 9:00am daily on our parish website - and be available for re broadcast throughout 

the day. In time we hope to add other devotions so that we can be united in prayer. 

In these challenging days, we must also recognize the opportunity to be truly present to one another 

and to care for those who are struggling, alone or isolated. Call a neighbor, Skype with a friend, 

stay connected with family. These moments of uncertainty call each one of us to renew our 

commitment to prayer, fasting and almsgiving as part of our Lenten journey, amplified on a 

broader scale in light of current circumstances.  

May we continue to pray for all those infected with COVID-19, those caring for the sick and for 

one another. 

God is with us.  Prayer not Despair.   

Together in the Lord’s Service, 

Father F. Freitas 

Pastor 
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