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April 2, 2020 

Dear Parents and Parishioners, 

These are unprecedented times. Not only is the disruption due to the COVID-19 outbreak unprecedented, 

with the isolation, cancellations, tensions, and anxieties families are facing, but the kindness and goodness 

coming forth from people are also unprecedented as we walk this chapter together.   

I wanted to reach out to you today for two reasons. First, and foremost, I want you to know that, as your 

Pastor, I am thinking and praying for you and your family.  So, I’ll share with you some of the ways we are 

striving at to keep connected with you, especially in Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum. Secondly, I want 

to share details on some short-term decisions we have made, given our present reality concerning First 

Communion and Confirmation this year. 

Staying in Touch and Connected 

We are approaching the most sacred time of the year. Due to the current pandemic, the liturgical celebration 

of the paschal mysteries of Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter will be celebrated without the physical 

participation of the faithful. However, Easter is at the heart of the entire liturgical year and is not simply 

one feast among others. In line with the Sacred Tradition of the Church, Pope Francis has rightly said that, 

while many church activities can be suspended during the pandemic, the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter 

cannot be cancelled or postponed.  

Therefore, we will be offering various On Line Options through our website – www.stmichaelw.ca and our 

YouTube Channel. 

Please Note:  Each of the following online events will be made available on schedule, but if you can’t join 

us at the posted time, don’t worry because the liturgies and devotions will be available throughout the day.   

 Palm Sunday: Mass will be available beginning at 9:00am and repeating during the day. The liturgy 

will proceed in the usual way, except for the procession of palms. Blessed palms will be distributed at a 

later date.  A special Children's Message will also be made available on line on Sunday beginning at 

9:00am and repeating during the day. 

http://www.stmichaelw.ca/
http://www.stmichaelw.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLCfDt-pGiRg-HmDPnKwkyQ


 On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week: we will continue to have Mass online daily, 

beginning at 9:00am.  Join us also at noon to pray the Rosary. Both repeating during the day. 

 On Holy Thursday: the Mass will be available online beginning at 7:00pm. A few details will change, 

but it will still be the Mass of the Lord’s Supper that we know. 

 On Good Friday: a service of special prayers will be available at 3:00pm.  We will join in prayers for 

the sick, the dead, and for those who feel lost or dismayed. Join us also for The Stations of the Cross 

beginning at 7:00pm. Both repeating during the day. 

 On Holy Saturday: a special reflection will be available beginning at Noon and repeating during the 

day. 

 On Easter Sunday: Mass will be celebrated beginning at 9:00am and repeating during the day. Special 

prayers will be said for those affected by the current pandemic, for our religious and government leaders, 

and for the dead.  A special Children's Message will also be made available on line on Sunday beginning 

at 9:00am and repeating during the day. 

Over the last two weeks, we have also been sending regular emails to parishioners, including our new e-

Newsletter Sursum Corda, sent to more than 800 households. If you are not currently receiving Sursum 

Corda please contact our parish office at parish@stmichaew.ca and we will put you on the list. 

Regarding First Communion and Confirmation 

Confirmation:  Due to Covid-19, we are at this time, cancelling the April 18, 2020 Confirmation 

Retreat which was to have occurred at Camp Brebeuf. If you have already paid and 

registered, you will be contacted by our Accounting Office to discuss 

reimbursement. 

We have also been informed by the Office of Bishop Crosby that our Confirmation 

Celebration, due to Covid-19, has been has been postponed until further notice. 

First Communion:  Due to Covid-19, we are at this time, cancelling the April 16, 2020 First Holy 

Communion Parent and Child Gathering and the May 2, 2020 First Communion 

Retreat. We hope to send some materials to aide parents to continue preparations 

with their child. 

At this time we are not ready yet to decide on next steps concerning the celebration 

of First Communion (currently June 14, 2020). We anticipate decisions on this 

toward the beginning of May and will keep you posted as best we can.   

In these challenging days, we must also recognize the opportunity to be truly present to one another and to 

care for those who are struggling, alone or isolated. Call a neighbor, Skype with a friend, stay connected 

with family. May we continue to pray for all those infected with COVID-19, those caring for the sick and 

for one another. 

This week I began, along with some members of our parish team and a small group of volunteers, to 

personally telephone all of the households in our parish to check on each family. This will take a little time 

but we will call everyone. We are still here for you during this difficult time. If you need us please call at 

519 884 9311 and leave a voice mail. Or you can email us at parish@stmichaelw.ca. 

God is with us.  Prayer not Despair.   

Together in the Lord’s Service, 

  Father Freitas 
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